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Civil Lawsuits To Be Filed Against Connecticut Jehovah’s Witnesses
Congregation and National Organization by Sexual Abuse Victims
Childhood Victims Suffered Sexual Abuse from Congregational Leader
New Haven, CT, October 1, 2014 – Irwin M. Zalkin of The Zalkin Law Firm and Thomas McNamara of
McNamara & Goodman, LLP today announced plans to file multiple sexual abuse civil lawsuits against
the New Haven East Spanish Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses in New Haven, Connecticut and
the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New York, Inc. The lawsuits will be filed filed on behalf of
four victims of alleged childhood sexual abuse that occurred during the time their families were active in
the congregation.
The Plaintiffs in the lawsuit, Ferdinand Almodovar, Sybelle Almodovar, Bianca Martinez and Evelyn
Selimaj were children under the age of 18 during the time of the sexual abuse and sexual exploitation
alleged in the complaints. The complaints detail how the victims were sexually abused as children by a
“Ministerial Servant”, a church leader, who had access to the children for “field service” and “bible
studies” at the New Haven East Congregation.
According to the complaints, the alleged abuse occurred when the plaintiffs were as young as six years
old. The complaints allege that the church leader forced sexual acts on these children when he would
babysit them at his home after doing “Field Service”. The complaints detail multiple incidents of sexual
abuse that occurred over a period of several years.
The complaints allege that the defendants named in the case, the New Haven East Congregation and
The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New York, Inc. were negligent in their legal duty to protect
the minor children in their care and failed in their duty to prevent the alleged perpetrator from sexually
molesting children. The complaints also allege that the defendants owed a duty to investigate and not
employ the perpetrator and failed to conduct a reasonable investigation of the alleged abuse.
“A place of religion should be a place of complete safety for children,” said Irwin Zalkin, of The Zalkin
Law Firm, the co-attorney for the plaintiffs. “In this case, innocent children had their lives ruined by a
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trusted congregational leader and by a religious organization that blatantly ignores abuse of children
under its care.”
As a result of the abuse, the complaints allege that the plaintiffs suffered and continue to suffer serious
and debilitating emotional injuries, necessitating the need for psychological counseling. The
complaints ask for monetary and punitive damages and costs.
These lawsuits are part of a series of numerous sexual abuse lawsuits that have been filed in the last
year against the Jehovah’s Witnesses by The Zalkin Law Firm. The firm now has similar cases
pending in California, New Mexico, Ohio, and Vermont.
###
About The Zalkin Law Firm
With offices in San Diego and New York, The Zalkin Law Firm is one of the premier sexual abuse and
personal injury law firms in the country. The firm's lawyers have represented hundreds of survivors of
childhood sexual abuse and achieved groundbreaking results in numerous high-profile clergy abuse
cases across the United States. The Zalkin Law Firm has aggressively represented hundreds of
survivors of child sexual abuse, including former Boy Scouts. The firm has negotiated over $200
million in settlements in Catholic clergy sex abuse cases.

About Thomas McNamara, Co- Attorney. McNamara & Goodman, LLP
Thomas M. McNamara received his B.A. from Southern Connecticut State College in 1975. He
received his law degree from Emory University School of Law in 1985. He is a member of the
Connecticut Trial Lawyers Association, The American Association for Justice, Connecticut Bar
Association and New Haven County Bar Association. Mr. McNamara concentrates his practice in the
areas of personal injury litigation with a major concentration in representation of victims of sexual
abuse. He has represented victims of sexual abuse against the clergy and other perpetrators since
1992 and has lectured on the subject for the Connecticut Bar Association and Middlesex County Bar
Association. Attorney McNamara represented sixteen of forty-three victims in a twenty-two million
dollar settlement with the Hartford Archdiocese in 2005.

